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The Dilemma of Taiwan External Relations in Tsai Ing-wen
Administration
Institute of Taiwan Studies Research Group, CASS

Abstract: After taking power in May, 2016, in order to maintain the so-called “Taiwan Independence” international
space, Tsai Ing-wen has been pushing the “allying with the United States and containing China” policy, including
actively integrating into the “Indo-Pacific Strategy” dominated by the United Sates, consolidating its relations
with “diplomatic partners” with the help of the United States, extending its relations with the Chinese Mainland
“diplomatic partners”, seeking more international participation in the multilateral activities, and weakening its
economic and trade reliance on Chinese Mainland by promoting “New Southbound Policy”. Unfortunately,
by adopting the “taking side with United States” policy, Taiwan is just becoming a “bargaining chip” of the
United States in the game with China. As the One-China Principle is becoming a consensus in the international
community, Taiwan is facing more difficulty in its external relations. Taking the general trend of the Taiwan
External Relations in Tsai Ing-wen Administration and especially focusing on the Situation in 2019, this paper
tries to analyze the current situation and the future trend of the Taiwan External Relations.

Key Words:Taiwan; Taiwan External Relations; Review of the situation; Dilemma
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