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Four Breakthroughs of the “Xi-Ma Meeting’
Zhu Wei-dong

Abstract: As the first meeting between leaders of both sides across the Taiwan Strait since 1949, the
meeting between Mr. Xi Jinping and Mr. Ma Yingjeou witnessed many key consensuses on the
peaceful development of cross-Strait relations and practically kicked off top-level political dialogue be-
tween both sides, which symbolizes an important milestone on the development path of cross-Strait
relations. To be more specific, the meeting achieved four major breakthroughs: first, it was the
first meeting between leaders of both sides across the Strait over the past six decades; second, it set
a new model for top-level meetings between both sides; third, both leaders confirmed the impor-
tance of the “1992 Consensus” through the narrative of “cross-Strait consensus,” thus setting the

“one-China” status-quo and lau-

tone for future cross-Strait relations; and finally, by reiterating the
ding the peaceful development path. both leaders made clear the future direction for development of
cross-Strait relations.

Keywords: “Xi-Ma Meeting,” “Cross-Strait Consensus,” “1992 Consensus,” general trends of
peaceful development

Author: Zhu Wei-dong is Senior Researcher and Deputy Director of the Institute of Taiwan Studies,
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