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An Analysis of the Predicament of the Ma Ying-jeou Administration from the
Perspective of the Relationship between the Executive and Legislative Branches

Wang Shushen

Abstract: Unlike the “divided government” during Chen Shui-bian administration Taiwan’s ruling Chinese Nationalist
Party ( KMT) has held more than half the seats in Legislative Yuan since 2008 which develops “unified government” and cre—
ates relatively favorable conditions for Ma Ying—jeou to formulate and execute policies. However the intensity of the Taiwan’s
political polarization the system of dual democratic legitimacy the periodic elections coupled with the decrease of the trust of
the islands community on public power have interfered the effective functioning of the relationship between the executive and
legislature and at the same time produced an influence on Ma Ying§eou administrations policy thus leading to different out—
comes of traditional assumption of “unified government” theory. Therefore the writer believes that it will help deepen our un—
derstanding of party politics in Taiwan at present and in the future by analyzing Ma’s predicament and institutional power and
social factors behind it from the perspective of the relationship between the executive and legislative branches.
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