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Discussion on the DPP’s Transition from 2008 from the

Perspective of Leader and Structure
Wang Shushen

Abstract : The Democratic Progressive Party ( DPP) has been striving for transition to return to power
since it was out of office in 2008, but until now it has not resolved several thorny difficulties which block its
development during the presidency of Tsai Ing-Wen and Su Tseng-Chang. The research from the perspective of
leader, structure and interaction between them, can help us observe the DPP comprehensively and deeply.
The DPP’s transition is not only influenced by the idea and ability of its leaders, but also restricted by struc-
tural factors such as the cross-Strait relationship, party politics in Taiwan and sectarian politics in the DPP.
This article attempts to analyze the DPP’s transition based on the two basic factors, which may offer some use-
ful thinking on the study of the DPP’s transition.

Key Words: The DPP’s Transition; Leader; Structure
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