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Prospects for the Taiwan Policy of Trump’s Second Term
Sun Bingyan

Abstract: In the recently concluded U.S. presidential election, Donald Trump’s “unconventional”
remarks on the Taiwan question have drawn widespread attention from the traditional diplomatic
establishment in the United States. They speculated that if Trump were to return to power, he might
significantly adjust the long-standing U.S. policy tradition of supporting Taiwan. However, based on
an analysis of the continuity of U.S. policy toward Taiwan during Trump’s first term and the Biden's
term, combined with an assessment of the composition of Trump’s diplomatic and security team and his
decision-making patterns, this article argues that in the second Trump term, U.S. policy toward Taiwan
would be more integrated into the framework of strategic competition with China rather than being
embedded into the “America First” agenda. At the strategic level, the U.S. will maintain a high degree of
policy continuity on core questions related to Taiwan: continuing to hollow out and blur the “One China
Policy,” expanding arms sales to Taiwan, strengthening military defense commitments, and encouraging
allies to engage in the Taiwan question through a combination of pressure and incentives. At the policy
implementation level, there may be more chaos in decision-making coordination on Taiwan,more
coordination between the White House and Congress, as well as a higher frequency of implementation
of the strategy of “using Taiwan to contain China”. Notably, the Trump administration may moderately
downplay the role of “values-based diplomacy” in its Taiwan policy, but such adjustments would only
be tactical tweaks and would not alter the fundamental continuity of the U.S. strategic approach to
Taiwan.

Key Words: Trump Administration; Taiwan Question; U.S.-Taiwan Relations; China-U.S. Relations
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