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An International Law Interpretation of Article 3
of the Anti-Secession Law
Wu Libin

Abstract: In the context of international law, a civil war is an armed conflict of significant scale
that occurs between different armed forces within a country, whereas war refers to combat between
two or more state armed forces. The Chinese People’s Liberation War is legally characterized as
a civil war. This conflict did not affect China’s territorial sovereignty or integrity, nor did it alter
China’s international legal subject status and the sovereignty attribution of Taiwan. It determined that
foreign governments’ recognition of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) constitutes governmental
recognition, and the PRC’s succession to the Republic of China (ROC) is a matter of governmental
succession. The reunification of both sides of the Taiwan Strait is not a re-creation of territory or
sovereignty. The cross-strait relationship possesses certain unique characteristics. However, introducing
special governmental succession theories into cross-strait relations may pose potential risks. The
unilateral redefinition of cross-strait relations by the Taiwan authorities does not change the fundamental
nature of the Taiwan question as a legacy of China’s civil war. With the gradual expansion of Taiwan’s
“Taiwan independence” separatist forces, particularly with the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
in power for consecutive years, the complexity of the Taiwan question has increased. Opposing and
curbing separatism has become an essential aspect of resolving the Taiwan question. Ending a civil war
can be achieved through armed struggle or peaceful means. “Peaceful reunification and one country, two
systems” represents the optimal approach to resolving the legacy of the civil war and achieving national
reunification.

Key Words: Anti-Secession Law; Taiwan Question; Civil War; Peaceful Approach
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