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The Ideological Issues in the Formulation and Evolution of
the United States’ Taiwan Strait Policies

Lin Hong

Abstract: Ideology is not only a component, but also one of the driving forces, and objectives of
US foreign policy. The Taiwan Strait policy, as an important part of the US strategy toward China,
reflects the US strategic interests and ideological motivations in the Taiwan Strait. For a long time,
while maintaining strategic ambiguity in the Taiwan Strait, the US has adhered to a clear ideological
stance, even attempting to influence and alter Chinese mainland through “Democratic Taiwan™ after
the Cold War. In recent years, the ideological nature of the US Taiwan Strait policy has become more
pronounced. This is both a result of historical inertia and a consequence of shifts in the international
strategic landscape, as well as the interplay of domestic political forces in the US. The ideologicalization
of the Taiwan question has created opportunities for “Taiwan independence” forces on the island to
pursue “Taiwan independence” under the guise of “democracy,” posing multiple challenges to Chinese
diplomacy and cross-strait relations. This warrants in-depth study to formulate appropriate responses.
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