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The Legal Fallacies and Practical Dilemmas of Lai Ching-te’s
“Taiwan Independence” Discourse
Li Peng & Yu Jingting

Abstract: Lai Ching-te has long adhered to the DPP’s separatist proposition of “Taiwan
independence.”Since taking office in 2024, he has further sought to construct a pro-independence
discourse. He continuously strengthens the exposition that “Taiwan is already a sovereign and
independent country,” reaffirms that “the Republic of China and the People's Republic of China are
not subordinate to each other,” and defines Chinese mainland as “a foreign hostile force.” In attempt to
promote the “internationalization” of the Taiwan question, and to seek the “de facto recognition” of the
international community that “Taiwan has become independent”, Lai claims that “Taiwan is the Taiwan
of the world.” From a legal standpoint, Lai’s construction of a new discourse system and fabrication of
a false narrative of “Taiwan independence” are in fact full of fallacies and loopholes. From a practical
standpoint, they are in trouble with insurmountable political dilemmas. It is imperative to understand
the “Taiwan independence” nature of the Lai authorities, and to see clearly the essence of their inward
nature.We should resolutely oppose any “Taiwan independence” separatist words and deeds, safeguard
the peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, and promote the process of reunification.

Key Words: Lai Ching-te; “Taiwan Independence”; Theoretical Fallacies; Practical Dilemmas
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