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The Essential Implications and Jurisprudential Fallacies of the Taiwan
Authorities’ “Letter No. 1121023848
Peng Li & Huang Qi

Abstract: In May 2023, the administrative agency of the Taiwan region issued “Letter No.
1121023848”, claiming that “Chinese mainland people are not ‘nationals of the Republic of China’ and

299

thus do not enjoy or bear the rights and obligations of ‘Republic of China nationals’”, attempting to
utilize its executive power to differentiate the “identity” of people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.
In recent years, under the deliberate manipulation of the DPP authorities, “Letter No. 1121023848 has
gradually permeated influence in the administrative, judicial, and legislative domains of the Taiwan
region. This administrative letter, which lacks both legality and rationality, clearly contravenes the one-
China principle and exceeds the authority of Taiwan region’s administrative agency. Nevertheless, “Letter
No. 1121023848 masquerades as an interpretive administrative rule, with binding force internally and
indirect effect externally. Under the Lai Ching-te administration’s “over-politicization” manipulation
which is aggressively pushing for cross-Strait “decoupling and disconnection” , the harm to cross-Strait
relations of this administrative letter cannot be overlooked.

Key Words: Administrative Letter; Interpretive Administrative Rule; “Legal Effect”; “National”;

Cross-Strait Relations
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