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The Transition of “Control Yuan” in Taiwan Region and
the Debate on Its Abolition
Gao Yining

Abstract: In the “1947 Constitution of the Republic of China”, the "Control Yuan" functioned as a
"quasi-legislature". However, after several so-called “constitutional amendments” in Taiwan region,
the selecting method of “Control Yuan” members has shifted from democratic elections to a process
including nomination and approval. This transformation is driven by several factors: widespread public
dissatisfaction with the “Control Yuan” members' corruption and the ineffectiveness of its supervisory
functions, as well as expectation of the supervisory entity to be the modern version of “imperial censor”.
It is also influenced by contingent factors such as policy preferences of the Kuomintang (KMT). The
Democratic Progressive Party's (DPP) advocacy of the "separation of powers" has severely undermined
the independent status of the "Control Yuan," reflecting the complex tension between supervisory power
and democracy. The reformed "Control Yuan" has become increasingly embroiled into party conflicts,
indicating that the “censorial expectation” no longer fits the reality of modern partisan politics.

Key Words: “Control Yuan”; Supervisory Power; Members of “Control Yuan”; “Constitutional

Amendments” in Taiwan Region
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