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Research on the Causes and Effects of European Parliament's
Interference with the Taiwan Question
—A Case Study of the Ninth European Parliament
Mu Hongyu

Abstract: In October 2021, the European Parliament adopted the first-ever report EU-Taiwan Political
Relations and Cooperation, expressing the EU’s concerns about Taiwan in the fields of politics,
economy, diplomacy, and security cooperation . In the past years, the Ninth European Parliament
(2019-2024) has significantly increased the number of Taiwan-related proposals, and stepped up its
interference in the Taiwan question by strengthening political contacts, promoting institutionalized
economic and trade cooperation, expanding its Indo-Pacific influence, and advocating democratic
values. The key factors influencing the European Parliament’s intervention involve its coordination
with the U.S. strategy to curb China, the trend of extreme right-wingization in Europe, the intention
for pro-Taiwan parliamentarians to seek political capital, and the active lobbying and infiltration by
the Taiwan authorities. This situation has exacerbated the volatility and confrontation in cross-Strait
relations, further promoted the “internationalization” of the Taiwan question, and gradually hollowed
out the foundation of mutual trust between China and EU. The Taiwan question is the “core” of our core
interests, and we should grasp the strategic window of the “Trump 2.0” era when cracks appear in U.S.-
European relations, strengthen the recognition of the common interests of China and EU, and stabilize
and control the European factor in the Taiwan question, so as to promote China-EU relations to a stable
and positive direction.
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