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A Re-examination of Taiwan Volunteers’ Patriotic Sentiment and
Struggle Against Japanese Aggression for the Restoration of Taiwan
Chen Zhiping & Chen Boyuan

Abstract: Based on the existing archives of the Taiwan Volunteers and other related historical records,
this article re-examines the patriotic sentiment and wartime contributions of the Taiwan Volunteers. The
archives reveal that such patriotic sentiment was deeply rooted in a strong sense of historical, ethnic,
spiritual, and cultural identity, with its enduring objective being “to defend the motherland and recover
Taiwan.” The documents also demonstrate the Taiwan Volunteers’ systematic contributions to the war of
total resistance by the whole nation, which extended far beyond guerrilla operations behind enemy lines
to include intelligence work, subversion from within the enemies, organizational development, talent
cultivation, as well as cultural and social activities. These multifaceted efforts played an irreplaceable
role in achieving victory in the War of Resistance and the recovery of Taiwan. The history of the Taiwan
Volunteers during the wartime reflects the close ties and shared national identity between Taiwan
compatriots and other members of the Chinese nation. It effectively refutes the so-called “Taiwan
independence historiography” that seeks to sever cross-Strait historical ties, and provides important
evidence for understanding that Taiwan has always been an integral part of China.
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