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An Analysis of the Anti-Cession Movement after the China-Japanese
War of 18941895 and Related Issues
Li Xizhu

Abstract: The defeat in the China-Japanese War of 1894—1895 and the cession of Taiwan in 1895
were a profound national tragedy for the Chinese people. However, advocates of the so-called “Taiwan
independence historiography” have deliberately misinterpreted and distorted history in an attempt to
provide theoretical justification for separatist activities. Through a scholarly analysis of key issues
related to the cession of Taiwan in 1895, this article argues that the anti-cession movement was a
collective effort of officials, gentry, and the people across the Taiwan Strait to resist Japanese aggression
and defend Taiwan. The so-called “Republic of Formosa,” established by Tang Jingsong and other Qing
officials in the name of Taiwan’s gentry and commoners after the war, was essentially an anti-Japanese
organization established to prevent the cession and defend Taiwan, and bore no connection whatsoever
with “Taiwan independence.” The Qing government, following its defeat in the war, was forced to
“abandon” Taiwan, leading to the island’s tragic story as an “Orphan of Asia,” which was the result of
Japanese militarist aggression. By clarifying the fallacies of “Taiwan independence historiography,” this
article advances academic research in this aspect.

Key Words: China-Japanese War of 1894—1895; Cession of Taiwan in 1895; Anti-Cession Movement;
“Republic of Formosa™; “Orphan of Asia”
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