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[1] U.S. Department of the Treasury, “The Government's Financial Position and Condition,” 2020, https://
fiscal.treasury.gov/reports-statements/financial-report/2020/government-financial-position-and-condition.html.

[2] Congressional Budget Office, “The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2024 to 2034,” 2024, https://www.cbo.
gov/publication/59711.
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[1] International Monetary Fund, “World Economic Outlook, April 2025,” April 22, 2025.

[2] “U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services, May 2025,” U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. Bureau of
Economic Analysis, March 7, 2025, https://www.bea.gov/news/2025/us-international-trade-goods-and-services-
may-2025.
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The Impact of U.S. Unilateral Protectionism on Cross-Strait Economic
and Trade Relations and the Countermeasures
Li Fei & Shi Yang

Abstract: Under the banner of “reciprocal tariffs” and “fair trade,” the Trump administration imposed
high tariffs on major global trading partners, triggering widespread international trade frictions. By
analyzing the policy logic and underlying motivations of the U.S. unilateral protectionism, this article
explores its profound impact on cross-Strait economic and trade relations, industrial chain arrangements,
and development patterns. Ostensibly, the U.S. unilateral protectionism seeks to reduce the trade deficits
through tariff adjustments. However, from the perspective of global industrial chains and trading system,
such measures further undermine the authority of the multilateral trade regime. Major economies have
been compelled to adjust their economic and trade strategies and pursue a new balance through supply
chain restructuring, technological innovation, and policy adaptation, so as to cope with macroeconomic
uncertainties. With globalization and de-globalization intertwined, cross-Strait economic and trade
cooperation—as a vital part of regional economic integration—faces both opportunities and challenges.
It is therefore necessary to readjust the direction of cooperation, strengthen industrial chain coordination,
and formulate development strategies to achieve coordinated steady growth.

Key Words: China-U.S. Competition; Cross-Strait Economy and Trade; Unilateralism; Reciprocal
Tariffs
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