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A Theoretical Examination of Food Security in Taiwan and
Lessons to Learn Competition
Hu Jingfang & Fang Liang

Abstract: Taiwan’s food supply and demand system has undergone a major structural change, turning
from a production-led system to an import-dependent one. This involves shifts in the food self-
sufficiency rate and import dependence, changes in agricultural productivity and conditions of arable
land, as well as evolving food consumption structures and demand in the course of social and historical
development. Such changes have been shaped by multiple factors, including natural endowment
constraints, policy failures, and geopolitical influences. However, Taiwan’s broad and vague food
security assessments have blurred or even concealed such systemic risks. Food supply in the region has
been characterized by path dependence. It is thus important to explore Taiwan’s food security issues and
the shift from crisis response to resilience building, which may also offer useful insights for ensuring
food security of the Chinese mainland.
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