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A Comparative Analysis of the Cross-Strait Policies of
Lai Ching-te and Tsai Ing-wen
Zhang Qiru & Zhang Hua

Abstract: Successive leaders of the Taiwan region from the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
Tsai Ing-wen and Lai Ching-te, have cross-Strait Policies deeply influenced by the DPP’s ideological
beliefs, resulting in a high degree of consistency in their policy objectives and frameworks. However,
due to their distinct political personalities and different internal and external contexts, their tactics
and strategies exhibit significant differences. Lai Ching-te’s cross-Strait Policies are more obstinate,
provocative, and inflammatory, subjecting the political situation on the island and cross-Strait relations
to greater challenges. Looking ahead, Lai Ching-te authorities' policy of “pursuing independence and
resisting China” will not undergo substantive change and will be subordinated to and serve its core
objective of seeking re-election as leader of the Taiwan region in 2028.
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