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A Brief Discussion on Lai Ching-te’s Military Path of “Rejecting
Reunification and Seeking Independence”
Zhang Hua

Abstract: Guided by his political obsession with “Taiwan independence” and centered on military
expansion, war preparations, and whole-of-society mobilization, Lai Ching-te is comprehensively
implementing a radical and risky military path of “seeking independence by force.” This represents an
extreme instrumentalist approach attempting to leverage political will and external intervention to shift
the security balance under strategic disadvantage. Characterized by high risk, high cost, and a non-
gradual nature, it is not only a comprehensive alignment with the U.S. strategy of “using Taiwan to
contain China” but also the extreme application of his new “two-state” fallacy in the military domain. Its

99 6.

essence is a path of “resisting China,” “rejecting reunification,” and “seeking independence.” It cannot
fundamentally alter the basic cross-Strait military balance of power. On the contrary, it drastically
increases the risk of military conflicts across the Strait, representing a catastrophic wrong path for
Taiwan.

Key Words: Lai Ching-te; Military Adventurist Path; Asymmetric Warfare; “Whole-of-Society Defense

Resilience”; “Relying on the U.S. to Seek Independence”
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