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Creating the “Aboriginal Boundary”: The Origin and Evolution of the
Prohibition Policy in Taiwan Under Qing Rule
Guo Man

Abstract: The “Aboriginal Boundary” in Taiwan under Qing rule was an institutional design for frontier
governance, encompassing ethnic, political, and geographical spatial elements. The establishment and
abolition of the “Aboriginal Boundary” epitomize the governance of Taiwan’s ethnic minorities during
the Qing Dynasty. As a Prohibition policy, the “Aboriginal Boundary,” together with administrative
districts, formed a spatial pattern of “east-west division,” shaping a governance model where the
western plains governed the eastern mountainous areas. In practice, the “Aboriginal Boundary” policy
was formulated by the Qing Dynasty based on its frontier and local ethnic governance experiences,
combined with Taiwan’s ethnic and geographical characteristics. It aimed to mediate ethnic relations
in frontier areas, reflecting the harmonization of commonality and individuality in frontier governance.
By reviewing the historical evolution of the Prohibition system in the Qing Dynasty and clarifying
the reasons for and changes in the “Aboriginal Boundary” policy, we can effectively address modern
debates regarding sovereignty over the “Aboriginal Boundary” and refute the erroneous attempts of the
Taiwan authorities to use this issue to manipulate the “historical perspective of ‘Taiwan independence’.”

Key Words: Taiwan in the Qing Dynasty; “Aboriginal Boundary” ; Frontier Governance
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