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Current Developments and Observations of Taiwan’s
Political Landscape: Institutional Dynamics and

Party-Based Checks and Balances

Zhang Shuping, Xu Haijun and Li Binbin

Abstract: Since Lai Ching-te took office in 2024, the disputes over legislative pow—
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er reform in the Taiwan region and the “Mass Recall” campaign have further exacer—
bated political chaos and deepened societal divisions on the island. An analysis of
the background, motivations, and focal points of contention reveals that this turmoil
is the result of fierce political maneuvering by the Democratic Progressive Party
( DPP) to break through the dilemma of “minority governance” and consolidate Lai
Ching-te’s ruling position. Behind these phenomena lie both issues of institutional
supply and operation within the Taiwan region and the consequences of prolonged
political polarization and confrontation between the ruling and opposition parties.
Given the political gridlock of a “small ruling party, large opposition” facing Lai
Ching-te’s tenure, intra-institutional gaming and checks and balances between polit—
ical parties are intensifying, which poses increasingly complex challenges to the po-
litical operation and evolution of the Taiwan region.

Keywords: Taiwan’s Political Landscape; Intra-dnstitutional Gaming “Mass Re-

call”; Checks and Balances between Political Parties
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