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The Normalization of Recalls in Taiwan:

A Perspective of Historical Institutionalism

Ma Shuteng

Abstract: In recent years, recalls have become frequent in Taiwan’s political land-
scape. Among them, the “Mass Recall” campaign initiated by the Democratic Pro—
gressive Party ( DPP) in 2025 even escalated into a political conflict comparable to
a full-scale election. From the perspective of historical institutionalism, this paper
explores the underlying causes of the normalization of recalls in Taiwan. The 2016
amendment to the law, which significantly lowered the threshold for recalls, marked
a key milestone in institutional change, creating an incentive environment for politi—
cal parties to manipulate recalls. Within a highly polarized political structure, the
instrumental use of recalls, social mobilization capacity, and the “success” of such
operations have formed a powerful inertia of political-party manipulation, reducing
what should be a mechanism for public oversight to a tool for partisan strife.

Keywords: Taiwan Politics; Recall; Historical Institutionalism; Path Dependence;
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