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The “Great Recall” Campaign:

Taiwan’s Version of Veto Politics

Lin Hong

Abstract: The essence of “the Great Recall Movement” is a Taiwan-style veto poli—
tics. This political campaign spanning both inside and outside the political system
has disrupted the political and social order of the Taiwan region, exposing once
again the long-standing flaws in partisan politics and institutional chronic ailments.

Taiwan’s veto politics manifests in two dimensions: Within the political system, it is
reflected in the weakened rational actions of institutional veto players, the overactive
partisan veto players, and the proliferation of veto points; outside the political sys—
tem, it is demonstrated by partisan manipulation of mobilized participation, the ero—
sion of a pluralistic society by polarized politics, and the escalation of populism into
a regular political form. Veto politics inside and outside the system forms a dynamic
where external pressure echoes internal obstruction. Its inefficiency leads to
excessive accountability, governance gridlock, and the absence of a fault-tolerance
mechanism; its anti-democratic nature distorts representative democracy into veto
democracy; and its divisiveness exacerbates tensions across the Taiwan Strait. The
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continuous proliferation of veto politics in Taiwan has eroded local power checks and
balances and relevant democratic and legal norms, thereby triggering a structural
predicament featuring pervasive political decay.

Keywords “The Great Recall Movement”; Veto Politics; Populism; Political De-

cay
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