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Exploring the “Negative List” Management Model

for Equal Treatment of Taiwan Compatriots

Liu Zhiyun and Liu Lincui

Abstract: Implementing equal treatment policies is pivotal to advancing cross-Strait
integrated development, as these policies foster a shared future community among
compatriots on both sides of the Taiwan Strait and amplify mutual interests. In
recent years, China has rolled out comprehensive measures to rigorously implement
and refine these policies, progressively expanding the domains and sectors where
Taiwan compatriots are treated as equals on the mainland. However, the traditional
management model relying exclusively on a “Positive List” approach inherently suf-—
fers from limitations, including one-sidedness, time lag, and rigidity. Therefore, in
accordance with the principle of gradualism, while maintaining the dominant role of

the “Positive List” management model, the exploration of a “Negative List” in ap—
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propriate pilot regions and policy areas that prohibits Taiwan compatriots from enjo—
ying certain benefits serves as a supplementary measure, and represents a concrete
step in implementing the latest policy guideline of “Enjoy Unless Forbidden” . Ad-
vancing the institutional implementation of the “Negative List” must take into ac-
count the unique status of Taiwan compatriots, while upholding national security as
the fundamental principle, to ensure that their equal treatment on the mainland is
guaranteed through clear, timely, open, and transparent safeguards. To this end, it
is imperative to clarify the criteria and basis for formulating the “Negative List,” se-
lect appropriate pilot regions and policy areas, optimize the general idea and design
of content for its development and implementation, and establish supporting mecha—
nisms to advance its practical application.

Keywords: Negative List; Equal Treatment; Taiwan Compatriots; Cross-Strait In—

tegration
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