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U. S. Strategic Adjustments to Deterrence in the Taiwan Strait

amid the U. S. -Israel-Iran Conflict: Impacts and Prospects

Ling Shengli and Wu Yuejin

Abstract: The Second Trump Administration has adjusted America’s deterrence
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strategy , and its military operations against Iran stand out as a prominent manifesta-
tion of this new deterrence framework. During the conflict, the United States de-
ployed a large array of advanced weaponry and put forward differentiated coordina-
tion requirements for its allies across various regions. These new developments re-
flect emerging characteristics of U. S. deterrence strategy in goal-setting, instrumen-
tal employment, and alliance coordination, which are deeply shaped by domestic
right-wing nationalist sentiments, Donald Trump’s realist security outlook and his
governing style. Within the Second Trump Administration’s deterrence strategy, Si-
no-U. S. strategic competition occupies a prominent position, and “using Taiwan to
contain China” serves as a pivotal instrument of deterrence against China. The evol-
ving features of this overarching deterrence strategy are directly embodied in the
administration’s deterrence posture toward the Taiwan Strait, manifested in the in-
tensification of denial deterrence as the core line, an intensified tendency to treat
the Taiwan question as a “bargaining chip,” and a refined division of labor in alli-
ance-based deterrence. Such trends risk triggering limited military frictions in the
region and exacerbating the Sino-U. S. security dilemma. Nevertheless, inherent
limitations, including ambiguous deterrence articulation, constrained tactical imple-
mentation and insufficient credibility, will undermine its practical effectiveness. In
response, China should sustain political communication to reduce strategic miscalcu-
lations, closely monitor new trends in military deployments, and formulate coordina-
ted countermeasures against U. S. deterrence.

Keywords: The Taiwan Question; Deterrence Strategy; China-U.S. Relations;
U. S. -Israel-Iran Conflict
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