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The Discourse Shaping and Influence of Mainstream
U. S. Think Tanks on the Taiwan Strait Situation

Wang Zhenwei, Liu Nanyan and Gao Qunfei

Abstract: American mainstream think tanks are important participants in American
political life and have a significant influence on U. S. foreign policy decisions. Pre-
vious research has primarily focused on the basic understanding of U. S. mainstream
think tanks regarding Taiwan policy, but has not yet examined how they shape the
situation in the Taiwan Strait. This paper analyzes research reports and commentar-
ies on the Taiwan Strait situation published by ten major U.S. mainstream think
tanks over the past five years, summarizing the basic characteristics, main features,
and impact of their discourse in shaping the Taiwan Strait situation. The study finds
that in the past five years, the number of research reports and commentaries on the
Taiwan Strait situation published by U. S. mainstream think tanks has increased sig-
nificantly , and the content shows a high degree of similarity in shaping the discourse
on the Taiwan Strait situation; extensive portrayal of an imminent “Taiwan Strait
war,” fabrication of the “China threat” fallacy, efforts to dominate the international
discourse on the Taiwan Strait situation, thereby exerting public opinion pressure on
China.

Keywords: U.S. Mainstream Think Tanks; Taiwan Strait Situation; Taiwan Ques-

tion; Discourse Shaping
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