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Differences in U. S. and Japanese Responses to Taiwan Strait
Conflict and Implications; Insights from Relevant Think

Tanks’ Tabletop Wargames

Fan Qiang

Abstract: U.S. and Japanese think tanks’ tabletop wargames on the Taiwan Strait
conflict offer a glimpse into the future trajectory of U. S. -Japan intervention in the
Taiwan Strait. In these tabletop wargames, while the U.S. seeks Japan’s explicit
commitment to military intervention, Japan avoids making such pledges before U. S.
defense commitments to Taiwan materialize. The U. S. prioritizes unilateral military
responses, whereas Japan’s decision-making efficiency remains questionable due to
domestic legal constraints. The U.S. deemphasizes “prior consultations,” whereas
Japan prioritizes them. The U. S. is willing to employ nuclear deterrence and eco-
nomic sanctions against China, while Japan stresses avoiding the repercussions such
measures would have on itself. These divergences reveal deep-seated contradictions
in U. S. -Japan coordination; America’s strategic retrenchment demands that Japan
shoulder greater alliance responsibilities, but it remains unwilling to fight for Japan.
Japan, meanwhile, fears that explicit commitments would thrust it to the forefront of
U. S. -China conflict. Simultaneously, these tabletop wargames are influenced by
domestic politics, with scenarios designed to overcome internal resistance to inter-
vention in the Taiwan Strait. The incident involving Takaichi Sanae’s erroneous re-
marks on Taiwan highlights the differences between the United States and Japan ex-
posed in the aforementioned scenario. Even if the Japanese government accelerates
security policy reforms in the future, coordination between the two countries in re-
sponding to the Taiwan Strait crisis remains uncertain.

Keywords: Tabletop Exercise; “Taiwan Contingency;” U. S. -Japan Alliance ; Tai-

wan Strait Security
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