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The “Tactical Neglect” of Trump Administration and the
Institutional Disruption of the U. S. Congressional
Taiwan-Related Legislation: A Case Study of the
“Taiwan Assurance Implementation Act of 2025”

Tong Liqun

Abstract: In December 2025, the “ Taiwan Assurance Implementation Act of
20257 was formally signed into United States domestic law, marking a major break-
through and escalation in U. S. -Taiwan-related legislation under Trump’s second-
term administration. This legislation resulted from the “restraint-and-push” inter-
play between the U. S. executive and legislative branches. Holding the power of leg-
islative veto, the Trump administration adopted a “strategic neglect” posture, vol-
untarily foregoing administrative constraints and checks-and-balances against radical
Taiwan-related clauses. By taking a hands-off stance marked by low-profile engage-
ment, non-intervention and non-veto toward certain Taiwan-related bills, it created
critical political room for such bills to become law. Meanwhile, the U. S. Congress
kept strengthening the institutional framework on Taiwan-related affairs. Through le-
gal entanglement, concretized provisions and clarified authority boundaries, it
shrank the policy readjustment space for the executive branch and expedited the leg-
islative procedure of relevant bills. The legislative process of the “Taiwan Assurance
Implementation Act of 2025” demonstrates that the U. S. Congress retains strong in-
itiative and cross-party consensus on Taiwan-Strait policies. The Act carries pro-
found long-term negative effects and institutional harms. Taiwan-related bills repre-
sented by this Act remain one of the primary factors disrupting China-U. S. rela-
tions. They constitute significant risk variables that undermine peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait, constrain the sound development of China-U. S. ties, and
obstruct the forging of constructive strategic stability between the two countries.

Keywords: “Taiwan Assurance Implementation Act;” “Tactical Neglect;” One-

China Policy; U.S. Taiwan-Related Legislation
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